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BIOGRAPHY

• In the Holy Lands which witnessed a fierce conflict for existence, the artist Hanny Khoury was 

born in 1990 in a small village near Tiberias called Eilabun, the only village, among hundreds of 

Palestinian villages, that its people had Forced displacement and then returned to it after the 

Nakba of 1948. Due to its Christian religious character, the Pope of the Vatican issued a decision 

to the British colonizer to allow the people of Eilabun to return to it under the new rule (Israel). 

In 1952, the people of Eilabun, including Khoury’s family, returned to the village where the artist 

was born later. (Only few of the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians were resettled after the 

Nakba).

• In a humble family in a small village, Khoury was born to a Christian minority within an Arab 

Palestinian minority in a state of “Israel”. Khoury grow up in an environment with sharp and 

constant debates with everything in the surroundings on social, political, intellectual and literary 

definitions and a complicated identity conflict. He went to the Church regularly and was active in 

religious activities which later influenced his works. Within this illogical difference, his interest in 

art was born.

• This interest developed during high school through an art program presented by the school at 

that time. He learned for the first time from his teacher Ola Al-Henawi who introduced him to 

the materials, techniques, colors and basic artistic styles.



BIOGRAPHY

2006

He finished high school - "during the Israel war on Lebanon".

2007

He started a preparatory year to learn visual art at the Manshar Hamanhal College in Tel Aviv. He started his 

biggest crises with an intellectual and religious conflict and a social identity conflict in a conservative society. 

This resulted in a severe disagreement with his family that led to him leaving home and unwillingly 

abandoning his education. He went to Jerusalem, the center of the conflict in that area. 

He lived as a homeless, moving between the two parts of Jerusalem – “Arab” eastern Jerusalem and 

“Jewish” western Jerusalem. He slept in public places, in harmony with Jerusalem’s character. He used to 

talk to pilgrims from all over the world. His character matured between the alleys of the streets of Jerusalem 

– literally – and between the strange stories and miseries he lived, which are reflected today in his works.

2008

Carrying a small backpack, he did some small jobs for a year and managed to save an amount of money 

which he used to rent his first apartment in Ben Yehuda Street in western Jerusalem.

2009 - 2010

Jerusalem, To continue his artistic journey, he produced his collection “Between Reality and Imagination” 

with the theme of a young man dreaming of an ordinary life. With these works he opened his first personal 

gallery which was attended by 7 people he knew. He tried to invite some people from the artistic community 

but they did not attend.

2011

With the failure of the gallery, an unsuccessful romantic relationship, the suicide of a friend, the 

disappointed Khoury returned to Eilabun. A new production attempt - Failed attempts to contact 

organizations and artistic figures - Some of them ignored him because he “did not finish college”.
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2012

He learned from artist “Michael Hallaq”, a professor and lecturer at the University of Haifa. He mastered the 

“oil painting” technique and produced a number or art works. 

Over the course of 3 years, he studied and practiced art on a daily basis. He studied the history of art and 

analyzed psychological impacts and personal experiences and how they are reflected in the works of artists.

2015 - 2016

Nazareth, He broke a record in the Guinness World Records, a portrait of a Palestinian poet, "the largest 

mosaics painting of an expired toast”. He became popular in the community, but at the same time he was 

attacked by some partied because his main message behind that work was to assert the “Palestinian 

identity”. He did not become popular in the artistic community.

2017 - 2018

The aspiration to reach the world encouraged him to immigrate to Canada, far away from the conflicts and 

miseries of the Middle East. He started a new stage of his life, different from what he was used to, a unique 

artistic experience and style. He produced a new art collection that was admired by art seekers and 

collectors in the Holy Lands and the Arab World, to take a closer look at Han’s experience.

2019

Bethlehem, Mr. George Al-Aama, a lecturer and art seeker and collector in the Middle East, held the first 

personal gallery for Khoury as an artist worth of attention and as an important experience that adds to the 

artistic movement. The gallery was named “The Chaos of Senses” in the hotel lobby surrounded by the all 

(owned by the world artist Banksy). Moreover, the gallery was extended from one month to two months 

after its success and the media coverage and attendance it achieved. Many art lovers said that it was “one of 

the most successful individual galleries in the history of the Palestinian artistic movement”, putting Khoury 

on the artistic map in the Holy Lands and Middle East, in the hope to bring him global attention.

2020

Abu Dahbi, “Break” a group exhibition hosted by art booth, Salwa Zeidan gallery. 
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